
   We attempted to design the Kintsugi workshop so that the space 

itself reflects the art of restoration. Coming back to our real world, if 

you were to make a real-life architecture that conveys this symbolic 

message, what would it look like? If you have any interesting ideas, 

share them with us on Instagram by tagging us. (@soulmarkapp) 

   According to the broken window theory introduced in 1982 by the American criminologist George Kelling and 

political scientist James Q. Wilson, if a window in a building is broken and is left unrepaired, it gives out a signal 

that no one cares about the area and soon all the other windows will be broken. This theory is often referred to 

when advancing the claim that minor crimes should be policed in order to prevent further crime and disorder. But 

what about when a person’s life is broken and shattered? A person can’t be removed like a broken window. Only 

when that person recovers and regains his/her shine can society remain healthy.  

   In Japan, there is a tradition of repairing ceramics called ‘Kintsugi’ which captures this philosophy. It is the art of 

repairing broken pottery by mending the broken pieces using gold-powdered lacquer. Broken pottery is of no use. 

But by applying golden lacquer on the brokerage, they are renewed and become pottery that is more aesthetic and 

valuable than before. The same is true for human beings. In a way, Kintsugi can be seen as an art of recovery and 

restoration.  
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   In the Lachrymatory game, the architecture of the workshop where the nameless 

'Boy’ arrives after being thrown into the darkness is designed in kintsugi-style white 

porcelain. It is inside the Kintsugi workshop where the Boy is able to repair the 

lachrymatories and from then on, the lachrymatories as well as the Boy himself start 

to emit light. The important point is that this change wouldn't have been possible 

were it not for the presence of other helping characters.  
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